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so that they might not be spoiled, still they did
not venture to touch them, without previously ascer-
taining from us whether it was permitted to do so.
In the same manner, I often observed that on Fridays
and fast days they suffered much, rather than do
anything contrary to abstinence on those days.

[130] *“ But we are human, and the strongest are
not always sure to remain upright. This Joseph of
whom we speak found means to procure a cask of
wine; he gave himself up to intemperance, and after-
ward to disorder, and committed a scandalous sin.
This is the evil that we have for a long time deplored
here; and the lack of restraint on that pernicious
traffic ruins everything, as we have frequently writ-
ten to Your Reverence. They themselves say that
they would all be Christians by this time, were it not
for the liquor that is traded to them. When this
poor man came to his senses, he was so ashamed that
he did not dare to show himself; but, as his offense
had been public, he also had to make public repara-
tion. This he willingly agreed to, on a Sunday
morning in the Chapel,—in the presence of all, both
French and Savages,—with great manifestations of
sorrow. May God continue to grant him grace and
to strengthen his courage.

‘“ As for the remainder of our Savages, they are
very willing and well disposed. Many of them,
although they are infidels, are anxious to procure
Baptism for their sick; they promptly inform us as
soon as they see any one in danger, [131] and beg us
to go and baptize them. The principal men among
them glory in calling and bringing the others to
prayers,—they assemble, urge, and press them
though most of them need no spur. Our Chapel is




